. The next isolation of Salmonella from a reptile was from a bull snake (Pituophis catenifer) in 1944 (8) . The presence of these enteric pathogens was known as early as 1939, but the extent of their occurrence and their relationship to human disease were not known at that time.
Although Salmonella was reported from turtles as early as 1946 (14) , such isolations were not recognized as important until 1953, when a turtle was implicated as the vector in a case of human salmonellosis (3) . The fact that Salmonella could be transmitted to humans by turtles resulted in extensive research on the relationship between Salmonella and reptiles, especially turtles.
Lizards have also been found to harbor Salmonella in their intestines (5, 7, 10, 11, 13, 17) .
In a few cases the transmission of Salmonella from lizards to humans has been documented (1, 2) . The other intestinal Enterobacteriaceae of reptiles in general and lizards in particular seem largely to have been ignored, possibly because they seem to lack the definite connection which Salmonella has to human disease. The present study was initiated for two reasons. First, none of the lizard species native to west-central Texas had ever been cultured for Salmonella. Second, very little data existed on the occurrence of other members of the Enterobacteriaceae in the intestines of any lizard species. Thus, the purpose of this study was to Isolation. Lizard specimens were dissected under strict aseptic conditions in a hood sterilized by ultraviolet light (Lab Con Co., Kansas City, Mo.) with dissecting instruments sterilized by autoclaving at standard conditions. The intestine was removed from just below the stomach to just above the anus. The entire intestinal tract was then placed in a sterile petri dish and cut into fine pieces with a sterile scalpel. These pieces were aseptically transferred to a sterile tissue grinder containing 5 
RESULTS
In this study 316 enteric isolates were cultured and identified from 67 iguanid lizard specimens representing seven lizard species. Table 1 indicates the number of specimens positive per total specimens of a lizard species for a particular enteric species along with the percent positive of that lizard species. When more than one isolate of the same bacterial species was cultured from a single lizard specimen, these isolates were considered as a single isolation of that bacterial species from that particular lizard.
Salmonella was isolated from 47.8% of the 67 -eq -00 ---1 -' 00 eq -09-
eq 00 eq 00-eq 0000 --000 (17) in Germany attempted to determine the prevalence of members of the family Enterobacteriaceae in 39 lizards of different species. They found more Escherichia (50%) than was found in the present study (19.4%) . In addition, more Enterobacter was found in the lizards from Texas. On the other hand, the German study found higher incidences of Citrobacter, Klebsiella, and Proteus. They also found low occurrences ofProteus inconstans and Edwardsiella. These organisms were not isolated from the Texas lizards. Roggendorf and Muller found that 50% of the 39 lizards that they studied harbored Salmonella, whereas in the present study 47.8% of the 67 lizards contained this pathogen. S. arizonae was cultured more frequently from the Texas lizards (9%) than from the lizards in Germany (3%).
The percent infection of lizards with Salmonella reported in the literature varies greatly. The 
